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Disappointed at the failure of his personal efforts for the
conversion of the heretics, Dominic was content to hand over
to the material sword of Simon de Montfortx and his pitiless
Papal troops, the unhappy people who were unconvinced by
the moral sword of his preaching. But not even then did he
relax his own personal efforts. The cross and the sword moved
side by side. The tongue and the lance should each be in the
service of the Faith. If Dominic was merciless, he was sincere ;
if he was bigoted, he was enthusiastic; if his methods were
odious, his aims were noble; if his religion was inhuman, he
was yet a true man. Of such are the rulers of the world.

Lacordaire and other admirers of the great founder of the
Dominicans are much concerned to prove that the saint was
not present at, and had nothing whatever to do with, the whole-
sale slaughterings that were ordered or approved by Innocent.
The preacher it is said, was never an executioner. This
tenderness for the bodies of heretics is very modern; this
indirect censure of a Pope is hardly orthodox ; nor is it possible
to acquit Dominic of active participation in the Papal work of
what he believed to be praiseworthy destruction. His hands,
no doubt, were stained with no Christian blood. He may not
even like Arnold of Citeaux2 have shouted to the massacre.
But his chosen work was the " examination and conviction " of
the heretics, in cold blood, before they were handed over to
the executioner. And his parting words to the people among
whom he had so long laboured for the Faith, tell, at least, of
no tenderness for the bodies of the obstinate heretics. ft For
many years," said he to the unconverted Albigenses, " I have
spoken to you with gentleness, with prayers, with tears, but
according to the proverb of my country, where the benediction
has no effect, the rod may have much. Behold now I rouse
up against you princes and prelates, nations and kingdoms,
and many shall preach by the sword." 3 And by the sword
assuredly did many preach, aye, and by the faggot too, under
the patronage of Santo Domingo, in the days that were yet to
come.

* Le glaive maUriel . . . le glaive moral. Lacordaire, Vie de St* Dominique^
p. 122.

^Fertur dixisse, " Caedite Ccedite, nwit Dominus qui sunt ejus!" See an
article by Lord Acton in Eng. Hist. Review (1888), p. 738. Such sayings are
rarely authentic, and can never, of course, be proved.

3 MSS* de Prouille Monuments du Couvent de Toulouse, par. P, Percin, p.
20, No. 47, and Drane, Life, etc., p. 181.